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Attached is Bill 's memo on some of the substantive items discussed at the
latest workshop

\
Bill is the attorney of record on matters involving the Lead Mine Tailings
pile near Des Loge, Missouri, and as such has compiled an extensive amount
of information on this pile As attorney of record, it was appropriate
for him to attend this meeting and update his information on the current
status of activities at this site

I would suggest we discuss our concerns about the DRrpmhpr 14 memg from
Karen Flourney to Robert Morby on the Covenant Not to Sue Apparently,
the Corps will be making some pitch for superfund money which Morby should
be made aware of I would certainly like to be made aware of their
anticipated dealings with the state on this matter prior to action

cc David R Tripp, w/attachments
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Big River Lead Studies Workship II - Trip Report

1 ' " • " Wi l l iam H Ward / / t v /
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10 Terry J Sattcrlet.
Chief, CNSL-LEGl

The workshop was held at Lh{ (Jmvetbity of Mir our i M u I HIM' i ru
Pi ich 25 1982 1 h ve a eopy of the program an J a din ioli t|/ of
and fpdet al government T I involvement p rcpa i 'd hy Wln< as i i fiduut

it Jo( Minerals hi f inished repa i r ing the two big gu l l ie^ frnn jlnch flu
majority of the ta i l ings w e r e discharged in tht I9// v / a s h t u In.jt-.ad OT
tilling the gull if /nth coai se tailing^ is oiigirnlly . oqu i t ed by the
'( ovenant Not to S ' le ' , thp Covenant was ainondou, permuting th n to uild

dam made of the coa> se tail ings across the tnouLhs of the qip a
requn d hy the C o v t n a n t , St Joe built bnm n ottnd the pi i luk-L-r1; ur *it.
gullies to keep ra infa l l on other parts of the pi I-1 from g tting m ""h
gu l l i es

t'lnle tins leaves the gu l l ies essentially unf i l led with tail ings the
otate apparently be l i eves the restoiation is sat isfactory John C ^ r t P i
from St Joe ^aid however, that they ' w a n I the landf i l l authority to nut
tires and any type of trash that wi l l not cause probl nib into thp gap
I asked vhat types of ti ash 'might cause problfms and he s a i d doingst i r
wastes causing IpathaLe into the river It war not cleir whether his
lOfieerr i v/as for tfu leach ate only or for the l « a d w h i i h f l lJfJR consult in L
uohn N o v a k ' s January 1980 report suggests the learhate can -o cornplpte'y

Bnbhy Wixson and Nord H l e . Rolla rnfps^ors who consul I" fot
aekiiowlPriond Lh,ii tut >f r.r .illy t^ Ip.uJ in fhi jyiiKlp t i . > i . f
f ish f but you would have Lo eit two or threp puundc of ti
turn Lo show any r l ini ial i trc r.ts (UjLlV^^ - h " - ' - ' l ' - - t -Jj
tfLf f^t- i prahrr !M, fl , ,i.l Un> |ti ,]jflp thil ht- h i'f f""if1 lf T| ij1

n mbranf.j of gill.,, d. m and .(,,T]P , and in M fi in t i tin
r̂ ii |n ( dil-le , t]._j,.i,,. ) Mn i , uhmidt nf t.fu FT fi ,\m\ / / i l l

^OT
i da

t r
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fi in ted out ho t V L i Lhat to b< fair about tf t tua t ion 'ut
i ru ^i i i ly u f tint ppople hivt no otrn_r dietiry or ollur
li id in trie n olnod ( J ear 1 H r h id a ked fn s oui i Dtpai tin t\t
[ tiny uonnel 1 it ht hid been ihle to do the hlood leve l tuoi
ti hennui in the Uiy ^ i v c t area th it he t i lkpd about at flu IIH
yt ar rid he j>aid no )
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Chns Sehimdt of thf TUS lolumbu Natioml !"i h,_r IL fesein h i ab r tj n te i
or the studies h<_ did fin the Corps of higimet., Oil th,_ igrn ILJH cr
the tail ings for the CUfc s 01 oposed Pmev rot d Ms rvoir h \ trtdii LH ti i
big R iv t r Schmidt sa id hij f indings in r L t r o ^ p t c i snould n v b_i ̂
obvious to him -- tint the weathering ot the tailing has ^nb t an t -n l l y
and significantly (hanged their ehmncal (haracterist i f <• Schnndt jays
the percentage of nniiLral-bound lead ha^ dm eased and the carbonate
iron and magnesium bound I t -ad forms are now tin predominant ones ilu f
forms make the Kdd much more ' ava i l ab le 1 ' in the event of t>\\ or redo*
changes Oi.is.hd ur i it nnno> tanrf fnr 1hp firnpn .r d re .fu.rvn u , vhcrt such
condit ions in tho hvpnl i.nmnn cnuld rausft fhn ]P,H) tn nn mtr.
fdnd dam normal ly disrh,irut tnt.t.r taken fir nm (|PCD in the

Mike Klosterman from the St louis District Corps of EnginLers said that
in light of the Ldiundt findings they were rt(-nnmicndint;i t.h^t t.tip f 3 j r ipv_

ofl Jhpy c;aiH (IQI.M/M _ th..t ^ * n . l iat l

rlr \/p1n_pri-1 .1 p1f>[. I -i- f an 1- ai n -tlu v/.iv ^nus J-..n 1 mys _pi I PS in the t i r i 3 . _
^pnlH K rnmmpr]^ to f nt ir_ Pi v i s ion o f f i ce that it bp irp|)lfni mf_g Th° plan
wi l l iost J75 m i l l i o n -- $?0 mi l l ion to fix up 17 bai itc sites and $";
ni 11 ion for 8 Imd ^ t t e s including De^loge \h>\ k would tdr-e iDoJu G
y t a t s a/id result m Lontainment ot about TOO/ of tht ta i l ingb during dry
v;edihLr and 90% of the tailings during wet weather Klosterman said t
w a s n ' t clear that so doing would permit them to build the r f _ , voir
though

Whi le i t ' s good that tht Corps has round jOtnLth ing binnjn tj do
..uro UiLir plan hi b i t t i r oiiplctLly thougfit out Larr iruj ni
fit c lysn, the tnlimj i rm' t ijoinq 1o wash into th Irt in Irofii < vui the
! IOJL itP in v i L quant i t iPS A major p roh le i h o v r v e r my L'
i i r l iurn^ t ine_> jhnh IIIVL L pt t i d i l y lirgc p i ru tnL ign of po ten t ) t l l _ ,
' i va i lnb le" lead Kt vt c j t f a L ion would tielp itnp ttn^ probl m (ore fu ln r
s I idi_ showed T r e i l duj t cloud over the r i ver ) hut it poss ib le th 't
decaying vegeta t ion could c t e a t e condit ion which would d i j^o lve t ic lu^
i l lowing it co leaih to the r i v e r Larry feorgo of the B i t e a i of f mes
\MS lookiny into in it problun, but he told Kar ( n F l o u i n c ' in Janu i^ i
thit he tii^y run out o1 money be fo re hu study i dont (I arry v i ji fii
mreting but d idn ' t m a l e a p tes fn td t ion )

' pi in do not Si nil to, .iHrli PS*-, y\] rf . Innk;'-, tn m^ 1U, |h< in n
doeumcnttd.. PI oblem w i th the mlt - the_exi jtoriLL of a g row ing s a n i t r/
1 indf il 1 in it Ihe leaclute from th( landfil l if it is s imi lar to the
otq in ic acid EDTA a., assumfd by John Novak w i l l - as Novak s tests sho -
d isso l / c and mobil ize vir tually All the lead in the tail ings My nrh
show that the Missouri Department of Conserva t ion 's Dr Whit ley told mr
over lunch at the meeting last year that Novak thinks the landfill is
'1000 times more danqt ious than the tailings by themselves ' The l a n d f i l l
operators, said Wlntley, plan to keep using the pile until there's no more
room'
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Neither the pile nor the landfill has been listed AS an uncontrolled site
or Superfund sitt. I imagine that if the. Cnr p yoes after Superfund troncy
to implement its plan a number of serious questions wi l l be asked unybt
by Congress, about the Covenant Not to Sue and L P A ' s decision not to l ist
these sites (especial ly in v iew of the big deal we ' ve made of Tar Creek)

I'm glad I'm an Indi in


